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Reduce Reuse Recycle

Jonathan Burr applied in March of 2009

level II minimum requirements

• recycle white paper

• recycle a min. of two other commodities

• institute 2 required source reduction policies

• two-sided printing/coping policy

• use both sides of a sheet of paper before recycling 

• institute 3 additional source reduction activities

• compost / vermicompost organic waste

• educate school and community

• conduct 4 waste audits

Illinois Zero Waste Grant
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compost II
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grant purchases



hallway “recycle centers”

Two-in-one Sorter 

Busch Systems 

• purchased 3

• one located on each floor

• contain a min. of 35% recycled content

• grant required bins to contain 25% post-

…consumer recycled content 

• made in North America
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battery collection tub
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Battery Solutions

• 1 container was donated

• company was not a cps vendor 

• 5 gallon



lunchroom bins

Waste Watcher

Busch Systems 

23 gallon 

• purchased 8

2 green – compost

4 blue – recycling

2 gray – milk carton recycling

• contain a min. of 35% recycled content

• grant required bins to contain 25% post-

…consumer recycled content 

• made in North America 
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composters 

Mantis ComposT-Twin Composter

• purchased 2

• two 10- bushel capacity bins 

• total of 25 cubic feet of raw material
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vermicomposters

worm bins

• purchased from the University of 

Illinois Extension and donations

• 7 classrooms participated, each 

with there own bin
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AusPens

• made from 100% recycled material

• aluminum 

• plastic recycled from discarded inkjet cartridges 

• they use non-toxic ink 

• do not contain xylene

• refillable 

• recyclable 

• still work 48 hours after cap is off

• durable & tip is reversible so it can be reused

• cost less than disposable markers

eco-friendly 

whiteboard markers 
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overhead projection
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document cameras

• purchased 5

• the use of the document cameras 

with the projectors eliminates the 

needs to make overhead sheets

projectors

• purchased 3



implementing the grant



education





organizing the tray
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Bins in Lunch Room













Bins in Hallway 



compost presentation day

• the University of Illinois Extension, Urban 

Gardening: Youth Programs, came out to Burr 

School for a day of presentations

• the vermicomposting presentations were held 

within the individual classrooms, which 

included setting up the worm bins

• the tumbler composting presentation were  

held outside in the playground after school 

and were open to parents and families

















composting
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and the winner was….

“The plants that grew the best were the 

ones in the mixture of compost and 

soil. They literally grow ten times faster 

than the all the other ones. It was 

amazing to see and track the growth.”









next steps



eliminate prepackaged utensils

=
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